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Диети 
PRING 2 
OE ف‎ 


SAY GOOD-BYE 
TO YOUR FATHER, 
PRINCESS-- 


FOREVER/ 





The following individual 
Bob Geldolf proved an donated their talent to create 


individual's efforts to end ЗА SERE ol Pain шкі Sorrow" 
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make a difference. ES 
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PRINCE 72942 NAD BEEN TRE 7 FO 
RISE, THE FIRST ХО CRIN PRON THE 
WRECKAGE THAT MAD BEEN CASTLE b 
AUETHXST, THE FIRST TO TIE A BREATH 
OF AUR THAT HAS МОТ MEY پو‎ 

THE DUST OF FALLEN PILLARS. 


AND FOR AW ENDLESS TIME , LORD 20992 МЕР 
BELIEVED HIMSELF JO BE THE LONE етае, 
THE 2457 NOBLEMAN OF THE 2 


P 


THEN HE HEARD А GASP, А 
SHALL CRY OF ANGUISH. АМО 
МЕ BEGAN TO DG BACK ДОМУ 
WTO THE PURPLE STOWE: 


ONCE THERE WERE FIE . AND 
A5 THEY TEND TO THEIR WONDED. 
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7 МУ LORD, YOU ARE WOUNDED MORE | 
SERIOUSLY THAN THE REST OF US . 
PLEASE , SIT DOWN, ፲ WILL 
HAVE TOPAZ TEND 10-- 


ONLY THE IGNORANT АМО VERY 

YOUNG BELIEVE THAT MIGHT 

MAKES RIGHT, TURQUOISE . Z АМ NOT IGNORANT ОВ 4 
ONLY THE АДА ДАКРУ AND FOOLHARDY, TOPAZ, AND 
THE VERY YOUNG BELIEVE CERTAINLY NOT YOUNG, 





LEAVE US, WE ARE YOUR BIRTHRIGHT, 
WE ARE YOUR RESPOWSIBILITY, ” 





| ₪7 SHE ₪ ОМУ THIRTEEN YEARS OLD. ሮመ 
SHE DOESNT WANT RESPONSIBILITY. ай 
SHE DOESN'T WANT A BIRTHRIGHT. 


SHE ЧУ HANTS 
HER ROOM , HER HOME , 
HER MOTHER. 








IH סוס‎ IT, ТМ АЕ. ТМ 


УМ 


SN 


HOW'S MOM AND DAD? 16 EERY- Û 
THING 264 HERE ? HOW MUCH 
SCHOOL DIDI MISS ? DID WE 





A brand new flavor 
has just dropped in 
from Bonkers! chewy 
^ candy. Chewy Choco- 

late Bonkers! Rich 
chocolate outside, dark fudge 
inside. Delicious Bonkers! comes in 
“strawberry, orange, grape, and watermelon too. 
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EVERY MONTH A FULL 
LENGTH STORY FEATURING 
ONE OF YOUR FAVORITE 
HEROES OR VILLAINS FROM 
THE EVER POPULAR SERIES! 


WRITTEN BY MARV WOLFMAN! 


ART BY THE BEST ARTISTS 
DRAWING COMICS TODAY! 


BEGINNING IN MAY 
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Em’, DIDI EVER TELL YOU 
YOUR EYES ARE THE GREENEST 
GREEN I EVER SAW ? AND DID 
YOU KNOW YOU'VE GOT 
BLOND HIGHLIGHTS ? 


1 CAN SEE YOU, ЕМУ! AND TAFFY 7 
AND му BOOKS OVER PERE / АМО JUST HOW GOLD GOLDFISH ДЕ 7. 


/ HEY, EM’, THIS WATER'S KINDA MURKY, 
DON'CHA THINK ? BEAUTIFULLY, HORRIBLY 
7 q MURKY I 


NOW ІМ REALLY NEVER 
GOING BACK. WHO WANTS 
TO BE A BLIND PRINCESS, 





^. AND I'D RATHER HAVE 
IT BE SOMER. =) 


DOES YOUR FRIEND WANT TO 
EAT WITH US? THERE'S 
b> PLENTY. 
D» 


<I 
ГУ’ JUST MAKE SURE SHE 
D г 














THANKS FOR LETTING ME SLEEP, . 
AND HER FRIENDS REALLY 




















— WE'LL GO CHECK OUT THE DAMAGE. WHATS THE MATTER, WHITE OPAL? 
THINGS GETTING TOO дам FOR 





ሂጋ | 
1 CLOSE RELATIVE OF THE LATE, 
BUT HOF LAMENTED: 











[AND SINCE HE AIN'T AROUND TO ۲ 
FOR HIS MISTAKE ... 








* 2 DC HEROES RPG 
adventures featuring 
the Caped Crusader™ 


ж 16 pages А * Written by award- 


of maps of the winning aathor 
Batcave Г“ and Batcave 11” | Mike Stackpole, with 


and the Wayne Foundation original cover art by 
Building Penthouse™ Ed Hannigan 


* Instructions + Statistics on 


for creating Batman's™ 


ጋ pv equipment 


LEGEND OF THE NIGHT: 


scenarios 
Batman; the dark detective of justice, has thrilled 
generations of readers, Now learn about his world. 
Discover his major adversaries, his friends, 
and his city. Join the Darknight Detective™ 
in his battle against crime, and 
be a part of the legend. 


Mayfair Games 
Р.О. Box 48539 
Niles, IL 60648 
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COME JOIN THE 
СОС UNIVERSE! 


For just 75€ a month, or less, you can have your favorite 
от come to your door. The first subscription 
is just $9.00 per year. But remember, THE MORE 
YOU ORDER, THE MORE YOU SAVE. If you 
order two or more titles, you can 
receive your comics delivered for 
just $8.00 per title. 
, : 


1 want to be part of the DC Universe! My check or 
money order for 5 for title(s) is enclosed. 
Please add $2.00 per subscription for Canadian orders. (No 
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BAH Y НЕ I6 TOO ۷۲ 


Ў SENT! 7 WOULD NOT DANCE AROUND 
THE LANDSCAPE AS НЕ 15 DOING / 


SZA 


٧٢ 


ALL OF YOU! THE 
FINAL DIE 16 NOT 
CAST! 





WELL, OKAY, EMMY, ТИ | SO, EMMY, NOW THAT 


WHAT'D уби DO, 
I'LL 6O GET THE WE'RE ALONE -- MAGIC TO TAKE MY PLACE 
CONTAINER. WITH # MOM ? NEVER 
<> “YOU ММО TELLING THOUGHT YOU'D TURN 
= ME JUST WHAT THE 


4%. |6 GOING ON 








WITH YOUR MOTHER, 


БА BUT I DON'T KNOW‏ او کج 
! ۱ 0 


( NOW, GIRLS. DOT HEAR You TWO 


2” 
АМУ, PLEASE 
TELL YOUR FRIEND 
THAT WE DON'T FIGHT IN 
THIS HOUSE , ESPECIALLY 
2 AT THE DINNER TABLE . 
WHATEVER IT 16 CAN WAIT Д 
ذا‎ UNTIL AFTERWARDS. 


YELLING AT EACH OTHER ? 
та 
2% 


O 


THEN WE CAN 
SIT DOWN TOGETHER 
AND TALK ABOUT IT 
LIKE GROWN-UPS. 


А TELL ме JUST WHAT MAGIC YOU USED ON 
МУ MOTHER, AND MOW! 


* ANO WHAT ABOUT MY FATHER ? |6 
|| АЕ GOING TO COME HOME FROM WORK 


HURTING ME 1 











CAN I HAVE SOME COFFEE? 
MY MOM SOMETIMES LETS 
МЕР I ADD А LOT OF MILK 


START ON THE DISHES 
FOR ME ? ІМ KIND 











M SORRY, МОМ. 
УА IT WON'T HAPPEN 








HOW COULD MOMMY GET SO CONFI 


AT LEAST YOU REMEMBER 
МЕ, TAFFY. А GIRL'S BEST 
FRIEND. AND NOWI GUESS 
YOU'RE MY ОУ FRIEND. 








ITS NOTHING BUT A C475 
PAW! IT PROMISED THINGS 


| | DOS ? THEN 1 WOULDN'T 
HAVE ТО WORRY 
ABOUT ANYTHING / 





UP, WHITEY. ТУ бот ጋኃ 8 
b PLANS FOR US, BUDDY. 1 


99^, WOULD BE OVER, BUT І WOULDN 
HAVE А NEW PLAYMATE. _, 


SHE ESCAPED. 
SHE MADE THE TRANS- سیا‎ 
DIMENSIONAL VOYAGE, 
SEEKING SAFE HAVEN. 





PEW THE BLINDS MY EM. 


T 
THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT ' | 
б. YOU WANNA WAKE EMMY / 
„ОЁ THE NEIGHBORS 2 
~ ў 





IF ONLY EVERYTHING WAS 
م‎ DREAM. IF ONLY I COULD GO 


EMMY "INVITED ^ Ws 
ME TO STAY OVER. IMAGINE 
BEING A GUEST IN MYOWN-- 





SHES NOT 
LISTENING! THAT 

BRATTY LORD OF 

CHAOS SENT HIS 


VY, 
GET AWAY £ 
GET AWAY Й, 


OR WILL 1 BE 


FORCED סד‎ DRAW HER 
OUT BY DEETROYING 
SOMETHING VERY 
PRECIOUS 12 HER 7, 





TAFFY, LEAVE HIM 


ALONE! PLEASE ! GET AWAY! 
I'M COMING, GIRL /., 


ሪ/2552፡፡” 


My Got 
AMY, WHAT ₪ 
THAT THING ?/ 





TAFFY, І SAID 
ВЕ-- он ,NO/ 





23 
vm < 


NEVER SEEN AN 
THAT BEFORE 一 


/ж 


(00000 * 
LET GO OF MY 
0067 YOURE 

KULING- 





Print Horaris Representatives, Inc. 
355 LEXINGTON. AVE. МУ. МУ. 10017 


helping ut FINISH HIGH SCHOOL 
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HOWARD'S SPORTS COLLECTIBLES 
Selling Mint Condition Baseball Card Sete! 
Fast Service! 

1986 Topps (792 cards) . . Я 
1986 Fleer (792 cards) 

1985"Тбррз (792 cards) . . 

1985 Topps Traded (132 cards) 

1985 Fleer (660 cards) . 

1985 Topps NFL Football (396 cards) ` 
1985 USFL Football (132 cards) . . 


Supplies 
Deluxe Large Card Album 8.95 
Quality 9-pocket plastic sheets $.18 each Add $2.00 per 100 sheets 
100 for $16.00 Add $1.00 per deluxe album 
90-page catalog FREE with orders or send $5.00 
We accept VISA-Mastercard and COD orders 


Add $1.75 per set 


Call day or night, 7 days a week at 1-419-943-2612 
or mail in your order to: 


Howard's Sports Collectibles 
119 East Main St. 
Dept. DC 
Leipsic. OH 45856 


DETECTIVE” % RE HIGH : SCHOOL 1 
۳ 


Leam how the pros do It. Track 
and analyze clues, send secret 
messages, create disguises, 

| fingerprints, use secret 
‘equipment, leam real crime 
investigation. Send $1 for 
Secret Detective Career Kit. 


{АТ HOME in sparetime, by co: 
{ dence for almost 80 years. DI 
V AWARDED . . . seo if we 


Detective School, Dept. 006050 
РО. Box 25750, Santa Ana, СА 92799" 


OLDEN STATE COMI 
Send 356 for comics selling list / 
and FREE protective comic bag, 
4688 Boundary, San Diego, CA 92116 
Or visit our store 


BECOME A 
WINNING CHAMPION 


Amazing book reveals the secrets of top pro- 
fessional and Olympic athietes. Send $5.95 te- 


KIWI SPORTS 
Р.О. Box 1971 - Hollywood, FL 33022-1971 


Order now and be on your way to become a 
1 


ATLAS? 
P.0. Box D Madison 84. Sta. 
Мем York, NY 10169 


WRITE RIGHT NOW! ۶ 


COOK ENTERPRISES, #01 Lancet ላ. 
ו‎ 


Thousands of Мага 5 DCs 

For catalog send $1 
CENTORCOMI св 

122 E. 42 St.-New orks ANY 10168 
ሎን of مت‎ (от 


of Sta 
handling to: 

FEDERATION ام ا‎ NORTE 

РО. Box 902, Woodbridge (7095 


MISSED AN SUE 
He probably have i 


send YOUR tet an ET 


our 323 ፳፳5 ን ee CURE 
hac un 


are still cover. ን መ 


PLAY BY MAIL 


Conquer all of Europe, or even an entire 
552. Colonize a planet or destroy it YOU 
lecide. Compete against opponents all over 
the country and the world, moves every 3 


weeks. 
We've been industry leader for 16 years. Write 
for Кее catalog ог cal 602-945-6917. 

P.O. Box руші е Scottsdale, Az. 85252 
‘CATCH Big Fish using ту Secret ways. My 8 
year old catches Five Pound Bass, Giant Perch. 
| guarantee my Secret Ways will catch you more 


fish. Send $2.00 for my Guide and receive 3 
Free Baits, to: PROGUIDE Box 167 Pittsburg, 


я Boken, Headbands, Nunchaku, Кај 
Throwing Stars & Darts - FREE GIFTS! 
* SEND 4 226 STAMPS FOR POSTAGE • 
SAI, 2607 Hennepin #402, Mpls. MN 55408 ۴ 


BOOKS 


250,000 in stock, complete Marvel 8 OC 
Groups from 1935-1983. Also T.V. مو‎ 
James Bond, UNCLE. Doc Savage, 


6 
Buy. GIANT CATALOG $1.00 





HOWARD D. ROGOFSKY 
Р.О. Box 128, Rosedale, ONS., N.Y. 11422 
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ў IM enu. 
YOUR FATHER, AMY. NO 
MATTER WHAT ELSE HAS / 
HAPPENED - 


BETWEEN МЕ Ў وو‎ 
AND YOUR | [ 


USELESS EARTHMAT 
ANO EASILY 
> 


p 





ም елер AMY, GET 
YOUR з COUGH 


THISIGALLMY 
FAULTMYFAULTWHAT MOMMY? MOMMY, I 
KNOW YOU DON'T KNOW 
ТЕ Me, BUT YOU HAVE 
סד‎ LISTEN ю-- 


Т 6 2 
“THATS NOT MOY 


/ МУ GOD, 


AH, THE CHILD'S 
MOTHER |6 INSIDE 
THE DWELLING > 





E _ ` 


WOULD NOT SERVE MY YOUNG 
SIR AS WELL AFTER ALL 





[75ннн, ITS ALL RIGHT, DARLING, 
I'M HERE . IT'S OVER , YOU'RE 


SHHH . AMY'S Ы THAT... 72/1 .. 16 GONE , WHATEVER |) 
FINE , DARLING. ۱۱ IT WAS . WE'RE SAFE NOW. AMY 
YOU'RE FINE. 








EMWY, I CANNOT BELIEVE THAT 
AMY HAS SUCH A CRUEL FRIEND. 
TEASING МЕ, CALLING ME 
MOMMY WHEN -- 


COMPLETELY 
BUT ІТ Нав TO DO WITH 
з. GROWN-UP THINGS. 


ANYWAY, 1 THINK 
П BEST THAT YOU GO 
к, NOW, EMMY, AND 7 
CONE BACK. I'M SORRY, BUT 
THAT'S T£ WAY де 10 BE. 


GET YOUR THINGS. W 

AND, PLEASE, DON'T 

WAKE AMY. НЕ 6 
VERY וד‎ 


- 
I'LL EXPLAIN 


T TO HER IN 


MOMMY... 
DADDY... THIS 
ISN'T HAPPENING 





1 
“TWICE THE ЕКЕ ТНЕ FUN- 


40 PAGES featuring 
“ይመ 


the BEST of the OLD! 


| / MARSHALL ROGERS 
¢ TERRY AUSTIN 


1+ all begins with 
SCAT 6 


On ድድ in June مس سات‎ 





tell everyone that you've got talent, but 
before you can expect them to believe 
you, you have to go through a process 
of “paying your dues.” Some may view 
this step as unfortunate, but it is 
definitely necessary. I have known 
many people who have tried to go 
directly into comic books, and have 
failed miserably because they couldn't 

wait around for the position of their 
choice to present itself. True, the 
industry may have lost a little talent, 
but perhaps those people didn't have 
what it takes to become successful— 
patience, perseverance, and guts. 9 
okay to go out and get yourself another 
job if it helps provide experience or is 
related in some way to the industry of 
your choice—you may actually enjoy 
it, as І do minel 


Finally, I didn't let my friends, 
professionals, or myself discourage 
me. I remain an active panelologist, I 

writing, working, and loving 
all of it, and I still have the same 
aspirations of 
industry—this is where one's self- 
confidence takes an active part in 
one's future! Oh, yes, [did do one other 
thing: I joined The Chain (plug, plug! 
The Amateur Association of Comic 
Book Creators, which I have recently 
become reinvolved with, after a brief 
hiatus. Anyone interested in joining 
up is certainly welcome to drop me а 
line. The only catch is, you must be 
serious! 

Anyway, there you have it: the 
advice from a peer, a hopeful, an 
undiscovered talent. I sincerely hope 
that my fellow prospective 
professionals benefited from this 
article (I hope you did, too, Dick!), and 
by the way—I haven't seen or spoken 
to you in close to three months, and it's 
about time I did—I'll set up an 
appointment soon. Say hello to all my 
friends at ОС. 

Be well, 


Dan Adlerman 
220 E. 26th 81, #4Е 
Меч York, МУ 10010 


О 'Mazing Man 8: Maze tries cat- 
sitting and meet K.P.'s Grandma! 

О Blue Beetle 3: The malevolent 
Madmen are back and they want 
Blue Beetle dead. 

D lvira's House of Mystery™ 6: Elvira 
learns one of Cain's secrets! 

0 tegion of Super-Heroes 25: Sensor 
Girl's secret revealed! / 

О Electric Warrior 4: The Warriors 
attack the Primmies! 


be involved with comic books 
professionally, it was during the 
summer preceding my senior year at 
Boston University, mere months before 
my first Meanwhile... was to be 
published. Now, I was in management 
school, and after this revelation, I 
wasn't quite sure why. Nonetheless, I 
carried things through in what I 
considered to be a rational, 
professional manner. I graduated, and 
then proceeded to make friends in the 
industry without making a pest of 
myself to the administration. This is 
important كذ‎ you want to earn the 
respect of any industry professionals. 1 
made appointments for interviews, 
instead of simply showing up and 
expecting some of management's (or 
anyone else's) valuable time. І 
listened, and I observed, and I learned 
the proper way to deal with different 
people, depending upon who they 
were, and how they wanted their 
expectations to be met. I continually 
keep in touch in order to insure that I 
am not forgotten, and in order to keep 
various persons up to date with what I 
am doing. Most importantly, I remain 
involved. I worked free-lance for а 
distributor running shows and 
working in his store, and when the time 
came to support myself, I didn't mope 
around telling everyone that my 
unemployment was the direct fault of 
the blind comic industry, who was 
passing up possibly the greatest 
editorial talent to ever pick up a pen; 
au contraire, I got myself a position in 
the production department of a major 
New York publishing house. This was 
and will always remain in my eyes а 
crucial step towards the development 
of my experience. It is easy enough to 


О Batman 398: The shattering, 
shocking conclusion to Two-Face! 
О Superman 422: Can Superman 
solve the werewolf murders? 

О Star Trek® 29: Rookie crewmen 
trapped on a hostile alien world! 
О Secret Origins 5: DC's first 
costumed hero—the Crimson 
Avenger! 

О Amethyst 16: Amethyst retreats 
from Gemworld, but Earth isn’t safer! 


Dear Dick, 

I have been entertaining this idea for 
a guest Meanwhile...for some time 
now, but I was convinced to send it in 
when I saw Mark Evanier's article last 
week on potential comic creators, and 
how they should go about getting 
started. To be sure, Mr. Evanier's 
article was well thought out, badly 
needed, and, in short, intelligently 
expressed. I like it! However, I feel that 
ав good and important as it was, those 
same prospective artists, writers, and 
editors need to hear from one of their 
peers, one who wants to be a creative 
and directional force within the 
industry, but also one who has not yet 
been able to participate professionally 
in this labor of love. 


Mr. Evanier made the excellent point 
of not accepting any one professional's 
word as law. This is true not only by 
virtue of common sense, but in my 
personal, practical experience as well. 
Thave heard many professionals utter 
many different perspectives, and the 
only real comment that must be made 
to further this point is that every 
creator has their own style; this is true 
from company to company, whether 
you're at DC (as I still hope to be), 
Marvel, First, Eclipse, etc. However, in 
order to help the many in my position, I 
am going to offer some of my 
experiences and advice, which should, 
as is true with all advice, be annotated 
to fit the needs of the advisee. 

When I first realized that I wanted to 


ኪ 














ON SALE THE 








WEEK OF МАҮ 8 








IN МУ BED. 


HAVE ም ХАЛ ле: JO MAKE YOU ACCEPT, WAKE YOU.‏ پور 
BACK 1 THEY RE ረ JC‏ 60 


if зори WHAT 1 
MAKES ЖХ/ SO LUCKY? 2 d 


OR THEGEMWORLO, 
6 “S JUST THE 
WAY LIFE (5. Жл. 
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dragonlike creature that wants to live in 
their part of the forest. As a last hope, 
they subconsciously call for Taffy, their 
leader, to come and save them. Of 
course, their combined magical abilities 
would bring him to Gemworld just in 
time to regroup them and drive the foul 
beast away. What do you think? Oh, 
well, | tried. Another idea is to have a 
story guest-starring Kirby's Sandman. It 
fits, since he probably lives next door to 
that dimension between Earth and 
Gemworld. You could either have one of 
Sandman's assistants, Glob or Brute, 
accidentally go into Gemworld and 
mystical properties there mutate them 
further and make them go mad and go 
‘on 8 rampage. This would cause Sand- 
man to help come to the rescue, and his 
dimension's relation, if any, to Gem- 
world’s could be explained; or while 
Amethyst is traveling to Gemworld in 
her sleep, something causes her to lose 
her Amethyst necklace and she gets 
trapped in the in-between dimension. 
These are just a few ideas; you can come 
up with much better ideas, I'm sure. A 
breather for Giffen might be appre- 
ciated, though, and if you do need help 
scripting, I'm sure І could find time (hint, 
hint). 

Oh, well, keep up the wonderful work. 
I'm with you until Dark Opal leaves 
Gemworld to become a yuppie. 

Sincerely, 
Kyle Kofoid 
218 North Cherry Street 
Lamoni, ها‎ 50140 
Hurrah! Yet another who has seen the 
light! We had hoped the series' new 
direction (tying Amethyst firmly into the 
DC Universe and the Dr. Fate connec- 
tion) would attract more readers like 
yourself, Kyle. Welcome aboard! Unfor- 
tunately, we didn't win over enough 
new faces, but more on that later. 
As for Ernie Colón ... he's planning to 
add another exciting new project to his 
magical drawing board—THE STAR- 
DUST KiD—a fantasy/super-hero title 
written by none other than J.M. 
De Matteis of the critically acclaimed 
Epic Moonshadow series. Yours trulv 
will edit. 


Dear Gems, 

Wow. | knew that CRISIS would be 
bringing on changes, but not ones of this 
nature to Amethyst, of all peoplel ٥ 
never really followed Amethyst’s 
regular series, feeling that the maxi- 
series had been just the right amount of 
story for the purple princess. І sat out ог 


The reason | decided to write this 
letter was to inform you that you had 
gained yet another fan of your light 
fantasy AMETHYST. To tell you the 
truth, | had never read an issue involv- 
ing Amethyst before the CRISIS. When І 
read of her involvement in issue #11, | 
thought “Well, maybe she's not all bad. 
Maybe ІЛІ look at a comic of hers." The 
fact that Dr. Fate was going to make a 
guest appearance didn't deter me any 
either. My girlfriend lent me her collec- 
tion of Amethyst, so | started looking 
through her adventures. Before | knew 
it, | had read all of her adventures from 
her LEGION. OF SUPER-HEROES 
preview to the fifth issue of her second 
series plus her Annual and DC COMICS 
PRESENTS appearance. | was hooked! 
The ironic thing of it was that she started 
her collection with an old AMETHYST 
comic that | had bought and never read 
because | thought it looked boring. | 
learned my lesson. From now on, | plan 
to follow her to any dimension 

It goes without saying that ١ admire 
the wonderful characterization that this 
comic is becoming popular for. Even on 
the onset of the maxi-series project, 
terrific characterization lurked in these 
pages. After all this time, | still mourn for 
poor Granch's death. Let's not ever 
forget him in these pages, all right? | 
have nodoubt that Keith Giffen will keep 
up the wonderful standards that this 
book has acquired. Good luck on your 
stay here, Keith, may it be a long one. 

Along the art lines, I'm still celebrat- 
ing the return of Ernie Colón (pass the 
‘tato chip dip, Mom). He has а certain 
flair for fantasy like this and if ١ didn't 
know better I'll bet he's wondering why 
he's getting paid to draw such fun stuff. 
ГИ bet he's having а ball doing the 
pencils for this comic. His women are 
really beautiful, too. 

As for the plot line, 1 have yet to out- 
guess you guys. | thought for sure that 
Dark Ора! had returned as Uncle Orville 
(ouch, what a name), but he was just a 
robot. Then І thought that maybe Carl 
was a robot, too, and that Sardonyx had 
sent them to spy on Amethyst and 
Princess Emerald. | was wrong about 
that too. Then | thought that Dark Opal 
would return and Carl would save 
Arnethyst. No luck. Oh, well, that's haif 
the fun of comics. 

Ithink it might be fun, as a breather for 
hectic Giffen, to have a couple of one- 
issue stories. | think one story you could 
use is having the pack of wolflike 
creatures that Taffy was in charge of 
(remember #2 from the first series?) 
being attacked by some demonic or 





Dear Karen, 

| am à recent convert to AMETHYST, 
having begun collecting only because | 
knew female super-hero comics need 
all the help they can get to stay alive. | 
was pleasantly surprised tofind myself 
charmed by the few issues I've read and 
am therefore distressed to see AME- 
THYST falling to 8 bimonthly schedule. | 
hope this trend reverses itself very 
quickly. 

И that can be accomplished solely by 
producing ۵ comic of quality, issue #12 
indicated you can achieve your goal. It 
was a delightful tale, well-told and 
fetchingly illustrated. The framing 
device (Amy as baby-sitter) was quite 
effective, and the twins' interjections 
were welcome, Congratulations. Both of 
these elements could easily have seem- 
еб clichéd of tiresome. І, of course, 
enjoyed such touches as the Wonder 
Woman doll, Titan magazines, and the 
Batman poste! 

The cover was very nice—simple, yet 
Striking, and most importantly, it con- 
veyed the essence of the interior. 

1 look forward to Mr. Colón's return to 
these pages. ١ hope he can help our 
favorite Gemworlder attain new heights 
of popularity (and quality, of course). 
Best of luck to all involved. 











Glad to have changed your comic book 
"persuasion," Craig, and thanks for 
your supportive words, We were real 
pleased with issue 41 28 creative team, 
too. Once again writer Mindy Newell 
spun a charming tale, and you can read 
more by M.N. not only right here in these 
pages (as you well know) but inthe LOIS 
LANE SPECIAL—a captivating and 
emotionally gripping saga about miss- 
ing children on sale this month. / 
couldn't recommend it highly enough. 
Special thanks also to Colleen Doran, of 
Warp Graphics’ Distant Soil fame, for 
the wonderful illustrations. And, lest | 
forget. @ round of applause to cover 
editor, Ed Hannigan, who (you guessed 
it) designed the knock-out cover. 


. 





.. 


Dear Karen: 

First off, I've never opened a letter 
before by using the editor's first name, 
but after all this time, I fee! like you're an 
old friend. | rarely, if ever, get so involved 
in а comic that | feel like the writers and 
artists are close friends, so | thank you 
for being such a great group of friends. 





there seems 10 be a backlash against 
"too-powerful" heroes, sweeping up 
notables like Firestorm, Zatanna, and 
even Superman in its wake. | person- 
ally am not a proponent of the scale- 
down powers school, but with 
Amethyst's sales being in а lull, she 
‘sure doesn't need to make any enemies 
among fans and pros. 
Gary Thompson 
3701 Roosevelt 
Dearborn, MI 48124 
It was of our utmost concern when plot- 
ting the new direction for AMETHYST, 
Gary, not to undermine the original 
concept, but to expand and enrich it. 
Yes, Amethyst's present role as a Lord of 
Order is a radical change, but it doesn't 
negate all that has happened to her as 
Amy, nor ‘her personal Gemworld 
history. Yes, the Gemworld's past (pre- 
Dark Ора!'з reign) is now “legend.” а 
romantic tale told by Citrina. But we fee! 
that that notion only embellishes and 
Widens the series’ concept. The ruling 
class of the Gemworld seem to have 
accepted their rightful ruler's altered 
Status quite well, so far. But, you never 
know what ramitications might ensue. 





then, take care, әй, and we'll see you 
soon—Karen 





Thank you for a great book! 

Lorraine Miller 
3100 S. 208th F101 
Seattle, WA 98188 
We're always trying to inject some 
reality into our fantasy world, Lorraine. 
And since we're on the subject, please 
allow me to plug مه‎ incredible new 
limited series that I'm editing—ANGEL 
LOVE. It's all about the troubles and 
triumphs of a young woman artist strug- 
gling to make it in the big city. But it's 
entirely different from any other comic 
out right now, for it's a blend of realism, 
fantasy, humor, and hard-hitting issues 
like drugs and abortion. If you haven't 
already been bold, innovative, and 
dering and purchased ANGEL LOVE 81, 

do so now! Be sure to pass it on! 


..... 


Dear Sir, 

1 would be surprised if AMETHYST 
#13 does not touch off a storm of con- 
troversy. However, | think I'll try to avoid 
stating unequivocably whether these 
latest developments are good or bad, 
making my every argument simply an 
extension of the first principle “that is 
marvy/stinks,” and will instead try to 
honestly evaluate the liabilities and 
assets of this move. 

First, the reservations. | suspect 
Giffen and Fleming are taking a tack 180 
degrees from what Mishkin and Cohn 
intended. Any radical departure from 
the original vision of the creators makes 
me uneasy, because | think there is a lot. 
to what John Byrne says about the 
creators of classic characters basically 
knowing what they were doing, and that 
90 percent of later “improvements” 
often take away from what made the 
character interesting. The “Paradise 
Lost" aspect of the Amethyst legend, 
where Amethyst's parents paralleled 
Superman's origins by laying down their 
lives so their infant daughter could be 
saved from wreck and ruin, had 8 
powerful mythic feel to it. (Though 
admittedly, Giffen's and Fleming's Lady 
Amethyst strongly recalled the tragedy 
of a Queen Guinevere.) | do not believe 
Citrina's painting of Gemworld 8.0.0. 
(Before Dark Opal) as a tranquil place 
was а tota! lie—there is other testi- 
mony besides Citrina's. Prince Garnet 
had no reason to lie when he told 
Amothyst and Emerald that there was 8 
time when it was felt Prince Opal 
presented no threat as long as Lady 
Amethyst was around to keep an eye on 
him. Dark Opal certainly was a mad fool, 
but not so as to make a dangerous 
alliance unnecessarily. Evidently 
Amethyst had to have been so secure in 
power that even Dark Opal's ego could 
not blind him to the folly of proceeding 
against the Lord and Lady alone. Also, 
there is also the problem of Amy Win- 
5100/8 powerlessness—if she is really a 
Lord of Order, why would Earth curb ай 
her power and not Fate's? 

My most serious reservation is Fate's 
opening thought, "She may ultimately 
turn out to be the most powerful 
creature in the universel" Nowadays, 


ап entire year. Then, the other дау, | saw 
te CRISIS crossover, written by Keith 
Giffen and Robert Loren Fleming no 
less! “What js this?" | thought. 
"Amethyst meets Ambush Bug? With 
Dr. Fate?" ١ was highly intrigued, to say 
the least. After | read issue 13, however, 
1 was highly impressed. Н Giffen and 
Fleming keep this up, and stay on AME- 
THYST, this book just may make the final 
cut in the reevaluation I'm currently put- 
ting my buying list through. I've already 
given the LEGION the axe, so that's 
fairly high praise to you guys. 

As far as plots go, something plenty 
weird is going on here. І basically have 
no idea what's going on at all. | was 
however, the way 





after hearing the story of how she was 
actually taken to Earth. | believe the cut 
was in exactly the same place her 
mother's was іп the flashback. 
Hmmm... 

The artwork is excellent, as Ernie 
Colón's work usually is (even though he 
did get a bit sloppy towards the end of 
the maxi-series). Judging by this and 
LEGIONNAIRES 3, he's found the 
perfect inker in Karl Kesel. In fact, he 
seems to work well with Giffen and 
Fleming and Berger, too. Heck, they all 
зеет to bring out the best in each other. 
Anyway, keep it up, guys. І love things 
that complicate my life like finding а 
place for AMETHYST on my list will. І 
guess I'm just funny that way. 

HAPPY TRAILS! 
Mark Brett 
° Halifax, N.C. 
Good work on sighting the same fore- 
head wound on both Amethyst and her 
mother, Mark. (1 love when the subtle- 
ties get noticed!) But, | couldn't help to 
wonder why, oh, why, you've axed the 
LEGION from your reading list! One of 
the biggest mysteries in comicdom has 
been occurring these past months and 
даг upcoming ANNUAL. marks the 
return of Darkseid. Do yourself a favor 
and come back to the 30th century. You 
won't be sorry! 








Dear Karen, 

You've done it! ١ have been reading 
AMETHYST for a long time, and as а 
Serious comic reader, | was beginning to 
wonder when (if ever) Amethyst was 
going to change into an adult Princess 
and start pulling her own weight and 
making her own decisions. Now you've 
made the change and І am thrilled! | 
have always liked the idea of Amy 
having security, and Amethyst having 
the adventures, but | had been worried 
about Amethyst maturing and taking 
her place as ruler of the Gemworld. The 
Story in #13 was excellent; all of us have 
to learn sometime that our parents 
aren't perfect, and taking a little of the 
fairy tale out of the Gemworld was а 
great way to turn the story. 

| wanted to write and say how much І 
like the direction AMETHYST is taking 
and | think the work you folks have been 
doing is terrific. 


` 
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